labials, the 4th entering the eye, 6 lower labials; 2 narrow loreals. 
Eye small the lower lid with a transparent disk. Ear opening very 
small. Two or 3 enlarged nuchals. Two enlarged preanals. Twenty 
smooth seales round the body, Tail long and tapering, as wide as the 
body. Fore limb reduced to a bud in a depression or absent; hind 
limb monodactyle, shorter than the distance from the tip of the snout 
to the car, longer than that from the ear to the fore limb, 4 lam- 
ellae under the toe. 

Colour above uniform pale brown, each seale light-edged, the 
colour darkening towards and on the tail; head blackish, labials 
white with dark markings, 8 more or less complete dark brown lines 
from the occiput to the level of the car; limbs dark-spotted; under 
surface uniform whitish. 


Head, 9.2 mm. Head and body, 93 mm. Tail, 73 mm. Hiud limb, 
7.5 mm. 

The type R 14039, now in the Western Australian Museum, col- 
leeted at Vlaming Lighthouse, North West Cape by Mrs. Thomus. 

The relevant portion of the key to the Western Australian 
species of Rhodona (on p. 79 of my Handbook of the Lizards of 
Western Australiu, 1962) may be expanded as follows 
the new species: 

Fingers a “bud,” toes 2 

Tw OR Dall ds o S ome, ment ery ene 


to inelude 


sun sae Dleturatum 
Fingers a “bud,” toes 1 

TOUDEEOWS OMO LS sian ete ee en . MiopUs 

INogbands hea dbl a ee eres . nigriceps 


A WILLIAMS BIRD LIST 
By ERIC H. SEDGWICK, Collie. 


PERIOD OF OBSERVATION 


The writer spent a nominal two years at Williams, but, owing 
to a lengthy absenee, observations were practically eonfined to the 
period between May 1954 and Deeember 1955. 


THE DISTRICT 


Williams, 100 miles S.E. of Perth, is situated in a transition 


area between the jarrah forest block and the open forest of the 
wheat-belt. 


Dominant local timbers are jam (Aeueia acuminata), wandoo 
(Euealyptus redunea), marri (Eue. ealophylia), jarrah (Eue. mar- 
ginata), she-oak (Casuarina huegeliana) and, along water courses, 
flooded gum (Eue. rudis). 


Considerable areas have long been cleared and developed as 
pasture land or cropped, but much natural vegetation remains. 
Although alienated, the banks of the Williams River, a near- 
permanent stream, still earry flooded gums and associated vegeta- 
tion. On the other hand the local bush fire prevention organisation 
is denuding the townsite and road reserves by its remarkable policy 
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of annually burning everything that will burn in order to prevent 
fires. 
CHARACTER OF AVIFAUNA 


The bird life reflects the transition environment, 


The following species occurring in the Williams District, though 
not necessarily confined to the jarrah block, are typical of it: 
White-tailed Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhynehus), King Parrot (Pur. 
pureeephalus spurius), Twenty-eight Parrot (Barnardius zonarius 
semitorquatus}, Kookaburra (Daueelo gigas), Sacred Kingfisher 
(Haleyon saneta), Golden Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites lucidus), Grey 
Fantail (Rhipidura fuliginosa), Scarlet Robin (Petroiea multieolor), 
Western Yellow Robin (Eopsaltria griseogularis), Western Warbler 
{Gerygone fusea), Western Thornbill (Aeanthiza inornata), Dusky 
Wood-Swallow (Artamus eyanopterus), Spotted Pardalote (Parda- 
lotus punetatus), Western Silvereye (Zosterops australasiae), 
Whitc-naped Honeyeater (Melithreptus lunatus), Western Spinebill 
(Aeanthorhynehus supereiliosus), New Holland Honeyeater (Meli- 
orms novae-hollandiae), Brush Wattle-bird (Anthoehaera ehrysop- 
tera), 


Conversely, the following species are more typical of the sav- 
annah to the east of the jarrah block: Bustard (Eupodotis aus- 
tralis), Square-tailed Kite (Lophoietinia isura), Smoker Parrot 
(Polytelis anthopeplus), Elegant Parrot (Neophema elegans), Hors- 
field Bronze Cuekoo (Chalcites basalis), Brown Flycatcher (Mi- 
eroeca leueophoea), Red-capped Robin (Petrorea goodenovii), 
Hooded Robin (Melanodryas eueullata), White-winged Triller 
(Laluge sueuri:), White-browed Babbler (Pomatostomus supereili- 
osus), Weebill (Smierornis brevirostris), Rufous Song-Lark (Cinelo- 
rhamphus mathewsi), Masked Wood-Swallow (Artamus personatus), 
Black-faced Wood-Swallow (A, eiueveus), Mistletoe-bird (Dicaewn 
hirundiuaeeum), Brown-headed Honeyeater (Melithreptus brevi- 
vostris), Tawny-crowned Honeyeater (Gliecphila melanops), Sing- 
ing Honeyeater (Meliphaga virescens), Yetlow-plumed Honeycater 
(M. ornata). 

To the foregoing may be added: Crested Bell-bird (Oreoiea gut- 
turalis) and Western Shrike-Tit (Faleuneulus frontatus), recorded 
by Brian Teague (W.A. Nat., 4: 145, and unpublished). 


SPECIES LIST 


The following list of species, with a few brief annotations, must 
be far from exhaustive. Unless specifically stated, all species were 
noted: (a) by the Williams River to the east of the town, (b) in 
the wandoo-jam forest of the railway water catchment area, (e) in 
wandoo forest to the west of the town—all three localities are within 
a mile of the townsite, 

Common Bronzewing (Phaps chalcoptera).—Bronzewings are 
fairly plentiful and may often be seen feeding on the townsite 
where they are confident, often permitting an approach to within 
20 yards. I handled a fledged juvenile on March 10, 1955. 


Senegal Turtledove (Streptopelia senegalensis) —Not seen until 
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January 16, 1955, when two birds appeared. These were still present 
at the end of the year. 

Coot (Fulica atra),.— At least ten birds noted on an extensive 
swamp 20 miles south of Williams. 

Little Blaek Cormorant (Pliulacrocorax sulcirostris).—Noted 
onee, Deeember 11, 1954, by the river. 

Little Pied Cormorant ¿Phalacrocorax welanolcucos).—OQOcea- 
sionally seen, usually singly, along river. One seen by a small dam. 

Banded Plover (Zonifer tricolor).—Sometimes observed in flight 
over township. Probably fairly frequent on adjacent farm-lands. 

Blaeck-fronted Dotterel (Charadrius melunops).—Observed by 
the river and by adjacent pools during the Oetober-Deeember 
period. 

Australian Bustard (H@upodotis australis),—A single bird, seen 
from a moving vehiele, in a paddoek between Williams and Narro- 
gin, on February 6, 1955, must almost certainly have been of this 
species. 

White-faeed Heron (Notophoyxz novac-hollandiac).—Noted from 
time to time by the river or by dams. A nest with two fairly weil- 
grown but still downy young was located on April 17, 1955. 

Black Swan (Cygnus atratus).—On August 7, 1956, one bird 
Was present on a poo] 20 miles south of Williams, 

Black Duck (Anas superciliosa).—Single birds, or sometimes 
two birds in company, were noted from time to time on the river. 
Dams are sometimes frequented. After the exeeptionally high floods 
of February 1955, ducks congregated in flooded paddoeks by the 
river. 

Maned Goose (Clicnonetta jubata).—Eight birds were observed 
on pasture near a dam nine miles cast of Williams. 

Musk Duek (Biziura lobata)/.—On August 7, 1956, one bird was 
displaying on a large pool 20 miles south of Williams. 

Australian Goshawk (Accipiter fasciatus)..A pair frequented 
the railway water eatehment. Other birds were seen oceasionally. 
On November 7, 1954, I saw a eoek alight in a large wandoo ealling 
“kek-kek-kek.” A hen joined the coek uttering a long drawn out 
“wit” or “west.” After both had perehed together for some time, 
the hen flew about forty yards to a small wandoo, balaneed on the 
outer foliage and plueked a leafy twig with her bill. She returned 
to the big tree, but shortly afterwards flew off in another direetion 
and was lost to sight. 

Collared Sparrow-hawk (Accipiter cirroceplalus)—Present in 
wandoo forest nine miles east of Williams. 

Wedge-tailed Eagle (Aquila audaxz).—One bird, seen over the 
townsite on October 3, 1954, was being harried by Magpies—first 
four, then five. My only other reeord was of a dead bird found by 
the river. 

Little Eagle (Hicrauétus morplinoides).—Noted oeeasionally. 

Square-tailed Kite (Lophoietinia isura).—One ecireled low over 
the townsite on Deeember 29, 1954. 

Black-shouldered Kite (Elanus notutus).—One bird observed at 
three different places on the townsite on August 23, 1954. 
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Brown Hawk (Faleo berigora).—Noted occasionally. 

Nankeen Kestrel (Falco ecenehroides)—Twice in September 
1954 and onee in September 1955 a single bird was seen. These are 
my only records. 

Boobook Owl (Ninox novie-seelundiae).—Calls heard in August 
and in November 1954. 

Purple-erowned Lorikeet (Glossopsitta porphyroeephala).— 
The number of birds present appeared to fluetuate, but it is prob- 
able that some were present throughout the period of observation. 

White-tailed Blaek Coekatoo (Calyptorhynchus baudinii).— 
Flocks. often small, seen from time to time. Most of my records 
were made in summer. 

Galah (Kukatoe roseieapilla).—Not established in the district, 
but I reecived a convineing report of one bird to the south of 
Williams. 

Smoker Parrot (Polytelis anthopeplus).—Reeords were mainly 
for the June to Deeember period. Early in December 1954 a flock 
of e.50 built up on the townsite and fed upon acacia seeds in the 
pod, the pods being fully developed, but not dehiscing. 

Western Rosella (Platycercus ieterotis).—Frequently seen in 
patehes of Casuarina. The birds sometimes appeared on the town- 
site, being scen more often in summer. 

King Parrot (Purpureieephalus spurius).— Observed in and 
about the town. 

Twenty-eight Parrot (Barnardius zonarius).—Birds are of the 
raee B. 2. semitorquatus—underparts entirely green and front 
erimson, 

Tawny Frogmouth (Podargus strigoides)—One bird observed 
ealling in daylight—1030 hours—from a pereh in a flooded gum by 
the Williams River. 

Laughing Kookaburra (Dacelo gigaus).—This species is well- 
established and is reported to have been present for many years. 

Saered Kingfisher (Halcyon sanetus).—My only records are of 
individuals scen on September 26 and Oetober 15, 1954, and on 
Oetober 1, 23 and 30, 1955. The last two observations were made in 
the same loeality, but generally the birds gave the impression of 
being in passage. 

Rainbow-bird (Merops ornatus).—Present from September 26, 
1954, until Mareh 6, 1955, and from October 3, 1955, until the time 
of my departure. 

Pallid Cuekoo (Cuculus pallidus).—A bird was seen on May 
22 and the first ealls heard on May 24, 1954, after whieh birds were 
observed until Deeember 5. In 1955, birds werc seen and heard on 
May 1 and were conspicuous until the end of November. Calls were 
heard oecasionally until Deeember 24, Sce W.A. Nat., 5: 21, for a 
record of the Golden Whistler as a fosterer of the Pallid Cuckoo. 

Fan-tailed Cuekoo (Cucomentis flabelliformis).—These birds 
werc present during the May to November period, the recorded 
dates being: May 22, 1954, until November 28, 1954, and May 1, 
1955, until November 13, 1955. 
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Horsficld Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites basalis)._-_My only notes 
fOr 1954 relate to calls heard on August 8 and August 15. In 1955, 
19ud, clear calls, apparently of this species, were heard on April 24 
and further calls were heard on June 19, From July 3 calls were 
frequently heard and these persisted until mid-December. 

Golden Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites luecidus).—Reeords for 1954 
extend from August 1 until December 15, and a fine example, with 
preast completely barred, was seen on January 16, 1955. I failed to 
yeeord the first seasonal reappearance of these birds in 1955, but 
they were well established by September 18 and calls were heard 
until December 24, just before I left this district. Displays seen at 
Williams are deseribed in Emu, 55: 254, 

Welcome Swallow (Hirundo neoxena)._A nest located on Sep- 
tember 28, 1955, in a recess in the timbering under a shop verandah 
was unusual in that it was supported from below and for this rea- 
son I was careful to check the identity of the attendant birds. Tree- 


Martins nesting in timber buildings construct somewhat 


similar 
nests. 


Tree-Martin (Hylochclidon nigricans),—Frequent in open forest 
and over adjacent cleared land. 

Grey Fantail (Rhipidura fuliginosa)—Encountered in the town, 
by the river and in forest, throughout the year, but more conspicu- 
ous from September to March with a suggestion of a period of 
scarcity, at least by the river, in the April to August period. 

Willy Wagtail (Rhipidura leucophrys).—In 1954, nocturnal 
calling commenced on September 27, and in 1955 persisted from 
September 7 until December 1. Young, not long out of nest, were 
seen on December 7, 1954. Spirited attacks on Kookaburras, involv- 
ing peeking, were witnessed on September 13 and 26, 1954, and on 
October 2, 1955. 

estless Flycatcher (Scisura inquicta).—Observed in town and 
in forest, but mainly by the river. The birds were apparently pre- 
sent in limited numbers throughout the year. Most of the birds 


seen appeared to be on the move and were not seen again in the 
same loeality. 


On April 3, 1955, a pursuit flight was noted in which the birds 
perched with crests erect. This display was accompanied by a reedy 
“twee-et” call and a loud, clear and somewhat drawn out ‘“joi-joi- 
joi.” 

Brown Flycatcher (Microeca leucophoca).— Observed in wandoo 
forest nine miles east of Williams on November 15, 1955—a slight 
extension of the range of the species as recorded in Birds of W.A. 
(Serventy and Whittel])). 

Scarlet Robin (Petroica multicolor).—Both this species and the 
Red-eapped Robin were present on the townsite when I arrived in 
May 1954 but both species, including birds apparently holding terri- 
tory, disappeared from the townsite about the end of July. Searlet 
Robins reappeared in February 1955 and were present until carly 
November. During the period that the birds were absent from the 
town they appeared seareer in the bush than previously. Nests with 
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young were noted in Oetober 1954 and young were being fed from 
late September until] the end of Oetober 1955. 

Red-eapped Robin (Petroica goodcnovii).—For the first four 
months this and the previous species appeared about equally abun- 
dant, but thereafter the Searlet Robin was dominant. This species 
was not seen on the townsite after July 1954. 

Hooded Robin (Melanodryas cucullata)—On September 5, 
1954, I saw a pair of Hooded Robins 33 miles south of Williams. 
My only reeord for Williams and its immediate environs was a 
dead hen bird picked up on the sehool verandah on June 5, 1955. 
Although apparently undamaged, it appears likely that the bird 
had flown violently against the extensive glass windows of the 
building eoneerned. 

Western Yellow Robin (Eopsultria griseogularis).—Oceurs spar- 
ingly in jam and wandoo forest. Young, not Iong out of the nest, 
were being fed on September 18, 1955. 

Golden Whistler (Pachycephala pectoralis).—Birds were noted 
on a number of oceasions in two forest loealities. See note on Pal- 
lid Cuckoo. 

Rufous Whistler (Pachyceplala rufiventris).—Well distributed 
through town and forest. There was a considerable volume of song 
almost throughout 1955, stimulated perhaps by January thunder- 
storms followed by reeord rains in February. On August 8, 1954, 
at 0915 hours, I observed two fully-plumaged eoeks and an appar- 
ent hen pursuing and bowing with tails clevated. During this dis- 
play a four-syllable note was uttered. 

Western Shrike-Thrush (Colluriciucla rufiventris).— Encountered 
on several oceasions in two forest localities, but not very plentiful. 

Western Shrike-Tit (Falcunculus frontatus).—On November 
6, 1955, the tate Mr. Brian Teague came to me with news that he 
had been watehing shrike-tits. Unfortunately I did not record the 
information that he gave me, but from memory, his observations 
had been made on the previous day, when he had encountered two 
birds. Certainly only a very short time had elapsed between his 
observation and his visit to me. We went at onee to the area of 
wandoo forcst adjacent to the 109 mile peg on the Williams-Narro- 
gin Road and made a thorough search, but without locating the 
birds. On November 13 I went alone and searehed for three hours 
without result. Brian Teague intended submitting his observations 
for publication, but apparently did not do so. 

Magpie-Lark (Grallina cyanoleuca).—Normally there were a 
few pairs seattered in and about the town, but on Deeember 30, 
1954, I saw a flock of e. 25. Young were being fed on October 15, 
nest on April 10. These were reared successfully and young—prob- 
ably of the same parents—were being fed on the ground on Sep- 
tember 11. 

Black-faced Cuekoo-Shrike (Coracina novae-lhollaudiae).—Birds 
were seen from time to time throughout the period of observation. 

White-winged Triller (Lalage sueuri:).—A fully-plumaged eoek 
was observed on Oetober 30, 1955, and a week Hater a pair was 
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secn in the same loeality. Calls were uttered in flight. These were 
my only records of this species. 

White-browed Babbler fPomatostomus  superciliosus).—Not 
eneountcred near the town, but B. V. Teague showed me a colony 
of these birds in wandoo forest nine miles east of Williams. 

White-fronted Chat (#pthianura albifrons)—On September 5, 
1954, a pair was cncountered 16 miles south of Williams. 

Western Warbler {Gerygone fusca) —Birds present and calling 
throughout the year. 

Weebill (Smicrornis brevirostris/.—Occurs in forested arcas. 

Western Thornbill (Acunthiza inormata).—Flocks of up to 12 
birds were seen in wandoo and jam forest, Three fiedglings were 
being fed on October 10, 1954, 

Brown Thornbill (Acanthiza pusilla).—A fairly frequent and 
well-distributed species. On September 7, 1954, I heard what I took 
to be the trill of a Fan-tailed Cuckoo, but when I attempted to 
find the bird I could loeate only a Brown Thornbill. Absolute proof 
of mimicry was lacking, but the circumstantial cvidence was 
strong. A month later, on October 3, I found a Brown Thornbill 
imitating the “cheer” call which accompanies the displays of the 
Golden Bronze Cuckoo. The thornbill was interspersing its own 
calls with those of the cuckoo and I observed that the “euckoo” 
calls moved with the thornbill from tree to tree. A less perfect 
imitation of the cuckoo was heard at c. 0720 on November 21, At 
the time of noting this oceurrence I had entirely forgotten the in- 
cident of October 3, which, I believe, was made in the same arca. 
About an hour after hearing the ‘“‘euekoo” call I found two birds, 
in the same loeality giving an unmistakable imitation of Silvereye 
ealls including what is, at Icast to me, the most distinctive call of 
that specics. A nest containing young was located on October 9, 
1955. 

Yellow-tailed Thornbill (Acanthiza chrysorrkhoa),—Noted in 
town and forest. The commencement of a nest was discovered on 
September 19, 1954, This nest was constructed from the bottom up 
and was apparently completed by September 26, On October 3 the 
nest was empty, but a week later contained three cggs, These were 
still present on October 24, but during the cnsuing weck the nest 
was damaged and deserted. A sccond nest was conimenecd five feet 
from the first, but was not completed. 

Rufous Song-lark (Cinclorhamphus muthewsi).—From October 
4 to 12, 1955, a bird was prescnt and calling persistently on the 
outskirts of the town. Singing perches included the top of a tall 
pine in the hospital grounds. 

Splendid Wren (Malurus splendens).—Encountercd mainly along 
the Williams River. 

Masked Wood-Swallow (Artamus personatus).—At lcast six 
birds flying in a westerly direetion at 1200 hrs. on October 27, 1955. 

Dusky Wood-Swallow (Artamus cyanopterus)—Small flocks 
were noted several times during 1955, though not in 1954, Nests 
and young birds were seen during the October-November period. 

Blaek-faccd Wood-Swallow (Artamus cinercus)—Four seen 21 


93 


mites south of Williams on September 5, 1954, and one bird, almost 
eertainly of this speeies, at Quindanning 20 miles west on April 8, 
1955. 

Blaek-eapped Sittella (Neositia pileata).._Noted from time to 
time on the Railway Water Catehment and to the west of the 
town. 

Rufous Tree-ereeper (Clinaeterts rufa).-_B. V. Teague intro- 
dueed me to a strong eolony in wandoo forest nine miles east of 
Williams. One bird was observed earrying teased bark to a spout 
on November 6, 1955. 

Mistletoe-bird (Dicueum hirundinacewm).—First eneountered on 
July 10, 1954. A eoek was singing persistently near my house where 
it had, apparently, established territory. Thereafter ealls were fre- 
quently heard and it beeame apparent that several birds were 
holding territory on the townsite, while others were established in 
the environs. On at least one oeeasion I eould hear three birds eall- 
ing simultaneously, Calling birds whieli I sighted were invariably 
males, Relatively few hens were seen, The main song period was 
September-October. Birds were noted until the end of November and 
thereafter were not seen until April 17, 1955. Calling persisted 
until November and one bird was seen in Deeember, It would 
appear that the birds ar2 either absent or at least silent and retir- 
ing during the early part of the year. The periods of aetivity noted 
eoineided with the availability of Loranthus fruit. Young birds 
were seen, ineluding. on Oetober 16, 1955, one with a bright red 
bill, eomparable in eolour with that of a Zebra Fineh. The red bill 
of the young was mentioned reeently by E. A. R. Lord, ““Murphy’s 
Creek Birds,” Emu, 56: 122, but this striking feature does not 
appear to have reeeived frequent notiee. Several ealls (probably 
territorial) I have set down as follows: (a) ‘“weet-weet-swizct,” 
(b) “weet-weet-swizet-it,” (e) “swizit-swizit-swizit,” (d)  “per- 
swizit-it-per-swizit.” 

Spotted Pardalote (Purdulotus punetutus).—Calls were noted 
shortly after my return to the Williams distriet in May 1954 and 
persisted until Oetober, after which time I did not again reeord this 
spceies. 

Red-tipped Pardalote (Pardalotus substrviatus). -Birds were in- 
eonspieuous during early 1954, but were present and ealling 
throughout 1955. 

Western Silvereye (Zosterops australasiae).—A very frequent 
speeies by the river and often encountered in the townsite. 

White-naped Honeyeater (Melithreptus lunatus).—This speeies 
was eneountered on several occasions assoeiated with flowering 
Dryandra (spp.). Sometimes the following speeies was also pre- 
sent and on one occasion T eneountered what appeared to be a 
mixed floels. 

Brown-headed Honeyeater (Melithreptus brevirostris).—York 
gum (Muealyptus foecunda), Dryandra floribunda, and tree lueerne 
blossoms were visited. A party seen on January 26, 1955, hehaved 
in a peeuliar manner whieh I am unable to explain. A number of 
birds were coming and going from about one-half of a square foot 
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of the bole of a flooded gum (Hue. rudis). About eight birds were 
present at any time and this number was actually counted twice. 

Western Spinebitt (Acanthorhynehus superciliosus),—Recorded 
on a few occasions in 1954. One bird observed was probing Astro- 
loma flowers. 

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater (Gliciphilau melanops).—My only 
reeord is of a few birds calting in Dryandra near the town on May 
25, 1954. 

Brown Honeyeater (Gliciphila indistincta).—These honeyeaters 
can usually be tocated in Dryandra thickets and were observed in 
flowering Loranthus (May), Eucalyptus rudis (Oct.) and tree 
lucerne (Aug.-Oct.). Brown Honeyeaters were especialty frequent 
by the river from June to December, 1955, 

Singing Honeyeater (Meliphaga  virescens),—Present in the 
town and by the river throughout the year and eneountered occa- 
sionally in wandoo and jam forest. 

Yeltow-plumed Honeyeater (Meliphaga ornata).—On August 8, 
1954, one bird was seen in Dryandra near the town. This was my 
only record for the immediate vicinity of Willliams, but on Novem- 
ber 6, 1955, B. Teague and the writer found these birds very fre- 
quent in wandoo forest nine miles east of the town. However, dur- 
ing three hours’ observing in the same area a week later not one 
was scen. 

New Holland Honeyeater (Mcliornis novae-hollandiac).—Ob- 
served by the river and, associated with Dryandra (spp.) and Calo- 
thamnus, in the forest. 

Dusky Miner (Myszantha obscura).—One bird was seen and 
heard on the townsite on January 16 and 17, 1955. This was 
my only record for this area. On September 5, 1954, Miners were 
eneountered eleven miles south of Williams. 

Little Wattle-bird (Anthochacra ehrysoptcra)—A few birds 
could usually be located, mainly in Dryandra thickets. 

Red Wattle-bird (Anthochaera caurunculata).—A fluctuating 
population. Influxes appeared to oeeur in September 1954 and in 
the March to May period and October of 1955. 

Australian Pipit fAnthus novac-seelandiae),—Observed mainly 
in cultivated areas. On June 26, 1955, two birds were perching in 
riverside flooded gums and indulging in soaring flights. 

raven (Corvus coronoidcs).—Birds were well distributed and 
fairly frequent. No opportunity of confirming the field identifica- 
tion oeeurred. September-October appeared to be a period of moult. 

Grey Currawong or Squeaker (Strepera versicolor).—One bird 
observed near Albany Highway 11 miles south of Williams. 

Western Magpie (Gynmnorhina dorsalis).—In 1954 nocturnal 
song commenced at the beginning of September. A brooding bird 
was observed on September 7 and young in a nest on October 10. 

On January 17, 1955, three birds, one adult and two juveniles, 
were flying to long pendant stems of Loranthus and clinging, some- 
times by only one foot and often upside down, and peeking at the 
plant. They were not, apparently, taking insects. Mistletoe berries 
could have been the attraction, Small portions of plant—-cither 
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fruit or small leaves—fell to the ground. One juvenile broke off a 
small sprig of about four leaves and took it to the host York gum. 
I could see no berries on this spray. The bird moved about the 
tree with the spray and finally flew off, the other juveniles pursu- 
ing. I do not know how long this “game” was maintained as it was 
in progress when I first saw the birds, but I watehed for perhaps 
three minutes. 
A JAM FOREST BIRD POPULATION 


An attempt was made to obtain information on the population 
of a typical forest eomprising jam, York gum and she-oak. The 
area seleeted was five acres in the south-west corner of the railway 
watcr eatchment bordered on all sides by similar forest. 

Sixteen counts were made between August 1, 1954, and Scp- 
tember 18, 1955. The average number of individuals seen was 16.3. 
In all 27 speeies (exeluding speeies seen in passage) were recorded. 
The average number of specics seen during a eount was six. 

The following table indicates the result of the eensus. 


Seen Largest 
No. Species Observed Times No. Seen 
1 Rufous Whistler 14 3 
2 Western Warbler 12 6 
3 Weebill 12 6 
4 Scarlet Robin Lt 3 
5 Grey Fantall 10 2 
6 Yellow-tailed Thornbill 8 6 
7 Western Silvercye 8 14 
8 Raven 6 3 
9 Mistietoe-bird 6 T 
10 Golden Bronze Cuckoo 5 3 
11 Red-tipped Pardaliote 4 1 
2 Red-capped Robin 2 i 
13 Brown Thornbill 2 2 
14 Western Thornblll 2 9 
15 Tree-Martin 2 12 
16 Brown-headed Honeycater 2 8 
17 Purple-crowned Lorlkeet 2 5 
18 White-naped Honeyeater. 2 2 
19 Spotted Pardalote a 1 
20 Twenty-elght Parrot 1 3 
21 Black-capped Sittella 1 6 
22 Western Rosella 1 2 
23 Aust. Goshawk 1 1 
24 Smoker Parrot 8 
25 Western Magple 1 al 
26 Brown Honeyeater 1 if 
27, Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike — — 


The Red-capped Robin had been rather eonsistently present in 
the arca just prior to the eommeneement of the series of eounts. 
The Black-faecd Cuckoo-shrike was reeorded, but not during a 
count, 

The only species found breeding within the area was the West- 
ern Warbler (one nest). However, the Yellow-tailed Thornbill bred 
a few feet outside the census area and the breeding of Searlet 
Robins was suspeeted but not proved. 
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